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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The New Bitterman building is located at 202-204 Main Street next
to the 0l1d Bitterman building; both structures are joined by a common
party wall. (Photo 1) Although evidence indicates that a building
has occupied this site since at least the 1850's, the present edifice
was erected in approximately 1923 after a fire damaged several buildings
in the downtown area. :

Like the 0ld Bitterman structure, the newer three-storied Bitterman
building has a rectangular plan. The main facade is three bays wide and
is laid in sfoota-dressed limestone; the remainder of the building is set
in a common bond brick pattern. (Photo 2) The structure's design is
derived from the utilitarian style of the Chicago commercial school of
architecture. 'Although’ the building's exterior contains little embellishment,
the first floor is trimmed with cast iron and marble paneling which extends
around the base of the facade. The double glazed wood doors at the entrance
to the building feature a single-light transom. Of special interest is the
original curved glass entranceway surrounded on either side by large fixed
sash display windows.

The Chicago-style lights on the upper two elevations are divided into
three parts—- a large central light with narrow flanking lights and a
transom bar, all with fixed sashes. The window-heads are flat with plain
moulding on the sides, and the sills and window.surrounds are made:from
smooth-faced cut stone, as is the parapet entablature capping the edifice.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The New Bitterman Building at 202-204 Main Street adjoins the older
Bitterman Building. A photograph dating back to the 1880's shows that a
more embellished structure occupied this site at that time; it was probably
designed by local architect Frank J. Schlotter (1864-1943), who began his
practice with the Reid Brothers firm in 1882. .In approximately 1923, a
fire heavily damaged the building, which was then extensively remodelled into
a more functional and modern edifice. The design of the new structure is
the work of Clifford Shopbell (1871-1939) and Company, one of Evansville's
most prominent architectural firms.

In stark contrast to the more ornate features of the adjoining Old
Bitterman Building, the New Bitterman Building is a locally rare example of
the Chicago commercial school of architecture. Its utilitarian style is most
evident in the plain but handsome three-part Chicago lights. Two bays in
width; the windows. feature a large central light with two narrower flanking
lights, in addition to a transom bar. The parapet entablature is also
unaffectedly simple and modern in design and continues to bear the inscribed
name "Bitterman", which for nearly a century represented one of the city's
most prominent retail jewelry businesses in downtown Evansville.
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LOCAL HISTORIES AND ATLASES

Griffing's Atlas of Vanderburgh County, Indiane. Philadelphia: D. J.
Lake & Co., 1880; reprint ed., Evansville: Unigraphic, Inc., and
Friends of Willard Library, 1975.
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(Frank J. Schlotter obituary.) Courier, 15 May 1943.

PHOTOGRAPHIC SOURCES

Evansville Illustrated. 9 Parts. Chicago: H. R. Page & Co., 1889;
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Library, 1977.
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- City of Evansville Building Permits.
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Vanderburgh County Tax Assessment Books.
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Part of lot number 109 in the Original Plan bounded as follows:
beginning at a point 18 feet and 9 inches from the cornmer of said

lot on Main and Second Streets running thence along Main Street towards
Third Street 37% feet thence at right angles to Main Street and parallel
to Second Street towards the alley in the rear of said lot 90 feet
thence on a line parallel with Main Street towards Second Street 37%
feet and thence to the place of beginning.
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